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vintage vibe

retro
style all
the rage
for homes

Parade of lights

“

This was more to me than just a job. There is no pay involved. That’s not what it’s
about. The pay is going to be Dec. 1, when I roll it onto Tejon Street.”
Dave bullock — creator of Santa’s sleigh for Parade of lights

Many owners appreciate
midcentury aesthetic
by lynn underwood
Star Tribune
—

MINNEAPOLIS • Jon
Hunt was intrigued by the
avocado-green
squares
peeking out from under the
peeling vinyl floor in his
1960s kitchen.
“Go for it,” encouraged his
wife, Trixi. So he pulled back
the vinyl and revealed what
Trixi called “a midcentury
treasure.” Under the vanilla
vinyl, which was installed
in 2004, was the original
green brick-patterned floor
that looked straight out
of an Armstrong ad, circa
1963.
It took the Hunts about
two months to peel up the
vinyl, section
details by section,
Trixi and Jon
and scrape
have posted
off the glue.
details of
This discovtheir projects
ery turned
at the Retro
into a misRenovation
sion to bring
website, www
their kitchen
.retrorenova
back to its
tion.com.
authentic
midcentury
glory — with avocado the
guiding hue.
“We got so excited,” said
Trixi. “The kitchen went
from ‘greige’ to a world of
color. It was beautiful.”
The couple installed a
retro NuTone food center
in the Formica countertop,
which was uncovered beneath gray tile. The finishing touch is a 1968 avocadogreen Frigidaire refrigerator
they found on Craigslist.
The Hunts are passionate
about “loving the house
you’re in,” said Jon. “People rip out and replace
everything. So much of
this era has been underappreciated. But now the TV
show ‘Mad Men’ is making
it trendy.”
Trixi and Jon have posted
details of their projects at
Retro Renovation (www
.retrorenovation.com),
a
website offering vintage
resources, tips and ideas to
help retro enthusiasts preserve their home’s midcentury modern aesthetic.
“There’s plenty about these
houses to love. They have
character and style,” said
Retro Renovation founder
Pam Kueber, referring to
the postwar home-building
boom. “A whole new generation of old and young homeowners are moving into
ranch houses, split-levels
and Cape Cods. They appreciate the innate charms of
these homes.”
The Hunts have continued
the retro revival in their
modest bungalow by also
restoring its pink bathroom
and furnishing their living
room with vintage finds.
This fall, they plan to remodel the basement rec
room.
“People say our kitchen reminds them of their grandma’s house, with the same
sink and the same floor,”
said Trixi. “We consider that
a compliment.”
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Dave Bullock mounts the trim around Santa’s sleigh Aug. 12 in his Black Forest shop. Bullock is building the sleigh for this year’s Festival of
Lights Parade in Colorado Springs.

saving

Santa’S
sleigh

local takes on task of creating
sleigh for annual Springs parade
by shane bristol
the Gazette
—

When Dave Bullock learned that come December, when the annual Parade of Lights rolls through downtown, Santa faced the real possibility of
bringing up the rear of the grand procession on foot, he set out to get the
big red elf a sleigh.
By “get,” we don’t mean find and buy a sleigh.
Bullock decided to make one.
And by “make” one, we don’t mean assembling some cut-out plywood
pieces into the facsimile of a sleigh.
Bullock has taken on this sleigh business with gusto, creating a custom
design and securing such crucial parts as flying reindeer statues from
England and a custom-made, flat-bed trailer from a company in New
Mexico.
“I love to try everything, I don’t care what it is,” Bullock said. “If it has
something to do with thinking and creating with my hands, I love it. It’s
one of those fascinations.”
Bullock became involved in the Parade of Lights four years ago when
he was asked to assemble a parade entry for the United States Olympic
Committee, where he has worked for 34 years. In 2011, Bullock joined the
festival’s board of directors.
Santa’s sleigh had been provided for more than two decades by the North
Pole, Home of Santa’s Workshop, in Cascade. Weather complications and
staffing shortages have recently become obstacles for the North Pole.
“It’s a tough time of the year for us. We’re so busy,” says Tom Haggard,
North Pole’s owner. “It was a lot of fun for a long time, but it takes a toll
on us.”

Bullock uses a heat gun to bend the trim around the sleigh.
That left parade organizers without a sleigh.
“It was pretty obvious the board was just waiting for someone to take
this project and run with it,” Bullock said.
Bullock said he was excited to take on the project, as it was “one of
those things that is really in my line of work.” He restores classic cars as
a hobby, but had never built anything like a sleigh before.
The board allowed Bullock a $10,000 budget (to be financed through
fundraising) for the sleigh. He focused on three components: the sleigh,
its reindeer and a trailer to carry it all. He started work in March.
“My intent is to create something that looks like it could really function,” he said. “I want this thing to be solid and sturdy, to last many years
—

see sleigh • Page 2
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Dave Bullock cuts
the trim
for Santa’s
sleigh Aug.
12 in his
Black Forest shop.
Bullock
has used
an array of
make-shift
solutions
to construct the
sleigh.
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MURDOCK,
THE GAZETTE

sleigh: Bullock thinks his
sleigh is about half complete
from page 1
—

for the Festival of Lights.”
After
painstaking
research, Bullock ordered
the reindeer statues from
England — he was drawn
to their “lifelike and realistic” qualities, he said. The
flat-bed trailer from New
Mexico has wheels under
the deck so Bullock can add
a skirt and “hide the entire
fact that it’s a trailer.”
Bullock struggled for
weeks to develop a satisfactory design for his sleigh.
Finally, his creativity was
sparked by a sleigh he saw
in an animated Christmas
movie. Bullock was drawn
to the concept because it
blended sleek and cool attributes with an old and tra-

ditional character.
“It just really spoke to me,”
he said.
The reindeer and trailer
have consumed almost 70
percent of his budget, so
Bullock has had to scrounge
for most of his sleigh materials — not a challenge for
the self-described pack-rat.
He’s scavenged many items
from the discarded remains
of renovation projects at the
USOC.
Thus far, he has devised
an ingenious array of
make-shift solutions: A
frame constructed of scrap
metal from disassembled
scaffolding. Runners built
from chain-link fence posts.
Sides made out of wood
from old packing crates.
Moldings formed out of

modified PVC piping. Seat
cushions from gymnastics
crash-pad foam. And reindeer-harness
trimmings
from an old fur coat, just
to name a few.
Bullock thinks his sleigh
is about half done. Even
with a Dec. 1 deadline
looming, he’s confident
he’ll make it.
“I can see the finished
product,” he says. “I know
where I’m going, or where I
want to go. A lot of the time,
I just don’t know how I’m
going to get there. But that’s
part of the game.
“This was more to me than
just a job. There is no pay
involved. That’s not what
it’s about. The pay is going
to be Dec. 1, when I roll it
onto Tejon Street.”

2525 W. Woodmen Road. TVs $1
per inch, monitors $10 each,
$5 per hard drive, all other
electronics are free; Laura at
464-4285.
Car show — To benefit the
Wheels for Disables Veteran program, 1-3 p.m. Sept. 9, American
Legion Post 209, 3613 Jeannine Drive, $20 per car, $10 per
motorcycle, free for spectators.
Register at www.americanle
gionscoloradosprings.org, email
lynette@rachaelsribbonsofhope
.org or on day of event.
“JDRF Walk to Cure Diabetes” — 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,
America the Beautiful Park, 126
Cimino Drive, fundraising by
participants. Registration: 6338110, www.jdrfcos.org.
“Labor (of Love) Day Fair”
— Hosted by the Pikes Peak
Regional Doula Association with

kids’ yoga, face painting, car
seat checks and presentations
from local health experts and
more, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday,
Baby Cotton Bottoms, 1301 W.
Colorado Ave., free; 213-3740,
www.pprda.com.
Marmalade at Smokebrush —
219 W. Colorado Ave., Suite 210;
444-1012.
• “MELT Workshop,” 1:30-3 p.m.
Sept. 9, $20.
Pikes Peak Library District.
• “Food Allergy Testing for Kids,”
lecture with Dr. Luke Webb of
Asthma and Allergy Associates,
7-9 p.m. Thursday, East Library,
5550 N. Union Blvd., free; 2353277, www.csmosaic.org.
“Susan G. Komen Race for the
Cure” — 8 a.m. Sept. 9, Garden
of the Gods Park, 1805 N. 30th
St. For cost and registration, go
to www.komensecolorado.org.

health notes
Health Notes appears on a
space-available basis, free for
nonprofits. Listings appear at
the discretion of The Gazette.
Items are due by 5 p.m. Monday
for the next Sundays’s paper.
Fax: 636-0202; mail to The
Gazette, 30 S. Prospect St.,
Colorado Springs 80903; email
carlotta.olson@gazette.com.
Information: Carlotta Olson,
636-0221.
Bonfils community blood drive
— Appointments required.
• 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 9, Pikes
Peak Christian Church, 4955
Bradley Road; Jeff Causey, 4408910, causeyco@msn.com.
Blue Star Recyclers Electronics Recycling Event and
Fundraiser — To benefit those
with disabilities, 9 a.m.-noon
Saturday, Woodmen Valley Park,

reLiGiON CaLeNdar
Music/Drama
Friday

Stick Horse in Pants — 6:308 p.m., First Evangelical Free
Church, 820 N. 30th St., free
tickets required: 634-3144,
1freechurch.org.
Sept. 9

Joseph Galema — Organ recital
in celebration of the installation
of the Chapel organ 50 years ago,
3-4:30 p.m., Air Force Academy
Protestant Chapel, Cadet Drive,

Air Force Academy. Visitors to the
Academy should use the North
Entrance (Exit 156-B); joseph.ga
lema@usafa.edu.

Miscellaneous
Sept. 9

“Community Fundraiser Festival” — To help build the Our Lady
of the Wood’s new church, with
bands, silent auction, food and
games, 9:30 a.m. mass; festival
11 a.m.-5 p.m., Kavanagh Field,
behind Lady of the Woods, 116 S.

West St., Woodland Park; 687-9345.
Events are free unless noted.
Deadline is 5 p.m. Monday. Items
about regular services will not be
published. Items without a telephone number or exact address will
not be listed. Send information to
Religion Calendar, The Gazette, 30
S. Prospect St., Colorado Springs
80903. Or email information to
carlotta.olson@gazette.com. Call
636-0367 with story ideas.

helping hands
These agencies need volunteer
help. Call about specific opportunities and time commitment.
Because so many agencies are
looking for help, we’re not able to
publish a full listing each week.
Go to www.gazette.com/nonprofits to see the full listing.
• The Alzheimer’s Association
— 266-8773.
• Arthritis Foundation — 5205711.
• CAPS (Community Advancing
Public Safety) — Hosted by the
City of Colorado Springs Police
and Fire Departments. Volunteers,
18 and older, needed for internal
operations and field locations;
www.springscaps.org.
• Cerebral Palsy Association of
Colorado Springs — Volunteers
needed to fill positions on the
Board of Directors. Send letter of
interest to 1322 N. Academy Blvd.,
Suite 115; 638-0808.
• Children’s Literacy Center —
471-8672, www.peakreader.org.
• Colorado Springs Police
Athletic League — 444-7618,
www.cspal.org.
• The Colorado Springs Police
Department — Volunteers
needed for handicap parking
enforcement, Spanish interpreters, senior victims advocates,
chaplains, and clerical; Kathy
Rowlands, 444-7441, rowlanka@
ci.colospgs.co.us.
• Community Partnership for
Child Development/Head Start
— Delberta Uvalle, 635-1536, ext.
276.
• Cottonwood Center for the
Arts — Volunteer opportunities
include docents, grant writer, IT
assistance; 520-1899, cottonwood
centerforthearts.com.
• Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) of the Pikes
Peak Region — Volunteers
represent victims of child abuse
and neglect in court; RoseMary,
447-9898, ext. 1008, www.casappr
.org.
• The Depression and Bipolar
Support of Alliance of Colorado
Springs — 477-1515.
• The District Attorney’s Office
— Gwen Stein, 520-6037or website
at www.4thjudicialda.com.
• Don’t Forget Homeless Vets
— Volunteers needed to alternate
weekly food deliveries and to pick
up and deliver furniture; Bunny,
471-8527..
• EF Foundation for Foreign
Study — Host an exchange
student; 1-888-447-4273, www.ef
foundation.org.
• Energy Resource Center — Volunteer electrician and painters
needed; 591-0772, www.erc-co.org.
• Family Attachment Center —
Work with children with mental
problem-attachment disorder;
632-3204.
• Fort Carson Red Cross
Therapy Dog Program — Certified therapy dog teams needed to
visit Evans Army Hospital; Amy
Sorrels-Mourabit, 526-7144.
• Freedom from Addictions
Outreach — Ruth, 578-0038.
• Friends of the Garden of the
Gods — Bonnie Frum, 219-0101.
• FutureSelf — Email, volunteer@
futureself.org.
• Interfaith Hospitality
Network — Volunteers needed to
interact with homeless families as
role models and advocates. Call
329-1244.
• Kids Crossing Child Placement
Agency — Amy, 667-7040, www
.kidscrossing.tv.
• KPC Kids’ Place — A program
of Pikes Peak Family Connections,
is a crisis and respite nursery for
children to age 5 who are at risk
for abuse and neglect. Volunteers
are needed to assist staff during
days and evenings. Background
checks are necessary and training
is provided; 520-1019, email

coMMuniTy calEndaR
SEPTEMBER
Fine Arts Center Gala — Sept. 8,
Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center.
Black & White Ball (with a splash of
red), csfineartscenter.org.
Mountain of the Sun Music
Festival — Sept. 8, Aspen
Valley Ranch, Woodland Park,
presented by Pikes Peak Community Foundation, firefighters
free, ppcf.org/MOTS.
Race for the Cure — Sept. 9,
Garden of the Gods. Team up
with your friends and family
and walk or run for the fight
against breast cancer. Susan G.
Komen for the Cure of Southeastern Colorado, 632-8887 or
komensecolorado.org.
Urban Peak “There’s No Place
Like Home” lunch — Sept. 12,
community members can learn
about Urban Peak from formerly
homeless young people, guest
speaker Richard Skorman,

chris.telk@urbanpeak.org or
639-3223.
Girl Scouts of Colorado Women of Distinction Thin Mint
Dinner — Sept. 13, Cheyenne
Mountain Resort, honoring local
women of distinction at a dinner featuring favorite Girl Scout
cookies, girlscoutsofcolo
rado.org/.
Building the Dream — Sept.
14, community luncheon and
fundraiser to learn about The
Resource Exchange programs
for those with developmental
disabilities, The Broadmoor,
785-6440 or tre.org.
Go Red for Women — Sept. 14,
American Heart Association luncheon, education day and afterparty with the theme “Fill Your
Heart with What’s Important,”
Antlers Hilton Hotel, 635-7688
or csgoredluncheon.org.
Groovin’ in September —
Sept. 15, a benefit for Pikes
Peak Community Action Agency
headlining Dotsero in concert,
Doubletree Hotel, ppcaa.org.
Bowl for Kids’ Sake — Sept.
15, Brunswick Zone Circle, put
together a team for this 30th
annual benefit for Big Brothers
Big Sisters, ppbfks.biglittlecolo

rado.org.
Hopes and Dreams Breakfast
— Sept. 19,Women’s Resource
Agency shares its dreams for
the future and introduces the
new executive director, Cheyenne Mountain Resort, wrainc
.org.
Jewels of the Vine — Sept. 21,
Arthritis Foundation benefit, wine
and microbrews, hors d’oeuvres,
live entertainment and a silent auction, Fine Arts Center, 520-5711.
Butterflies & Friends — Sept.
22, Rotary Club of Colorado
Springs’ fundraiser for D-11
arts programs, 31 butterflies
painted by local artists will be
auctioned, Cheyenne Mountain
Resort, butterfliesand
friends.org.
Silver Key Silver Lining
Breakfast — Sept. 27, an opportunity for the community
to learn about and support the
many different ways Silver Key
helps seniors, Antlers Hilton
Hotel, silverkey.org.

14 tallest peaks, local hero will
be announced, The Broadmoor,
www.aspenpointe.org.
The Home Front Cares — Oct.
5, while troops were deployed,
THFC was here to provide emergency support for the families,
The Broadmoor, thehomefront
cares.org.
Koats 4 Kids — Oct. 5, new
coats for needy elementary
school kids and monetary donations for Colorado Springs
Conservatory, Wyndham Grand
Hotel, koats4kids.org.
Vineyard in the Village — Oct.
12, an international-themed
wine tasting and food sampling
to benefit Cheyenne Village,
City Auditorium, cheyennevil
lage.org.
Children’s Literacy Center
Vintner Dinner — Oct. 13, a
multi-course dinner with Chappellet wine selections for each
course, live and silent auctions,
Garden of the Gods Club, 4718672.

OCTOBER
AspenPointe Heroes of Mental
Health luncheon — Oct. 2,
keynote speaker Ed Viesturs,
who has climbed the world’s

To be included in the community
events calendar, email details to
linda.navarro@gazette.com. For a
complete calendar, go to colorado
springs.com or gazette.com.

—

operations@pikespeakfamilycon
nections.org.
• Licensed Dental Hygiene Care
— Provides dental services to
seniors; volunteers needed for
administrative duties and
scheduling; 338-2195.
• Lutheran Family Services
Refugee and Asylee Resettlement programs — Volunteer
cultural mentors needed; Kelly
O’Brien, 314-0218, kelly.obrien@
lfsco.org.
• Manitou Springs Chamber of
Commerce and Visitors Bureau
— Volunteers knowledgeable
about Manitou Springs needed;
Christi Mayfield, 685-5089.
• The McAllister House Museum
— 635-7925.
• Memorial’s Volunteer
Services Department — 3655298.
• Miramont Castle — Volunteers
needed for housekeeping and
with the Sawyer and Garstin
collection; 685-1011.
• Mountain Community
Transportation for Seniors —
488-0076.
• The National Alliance for the
Mentally Ill — 473-8477.
• New Hope International —
Serves children, youth and
families in Eastern Europe.
Opportunities available in the
Colorado Springs Office; Robbie,
577-4450.
• One Nation Walking Together
— An organization that helps
American Indians living in the
poorest areas in the United
States; 329-0251.
• Open Bible Medical Clinic —
Serving adults who are uninsured,
low-income with medical care;
Pam, 475-0972.
• Pikes Peak Advertising
Federation Communications
Committee — Email rgpubrel@
penandvoice.com, jeff.moore@
gazette.com.
• Pikes Peak Area Crime
Stoppers — Volunteers needed
for the Board of Directors;
444-7866.
• Pikes Peak Blues Community
— Volunteers needed to support
events and educational activities;
505-8653, www.pikespeakblues
.org.
• Pikes Peak Chapter of the
American Red Cross — 632-3563.
• Pikes Peak Historical Street
Railway Foundation — Volunteers
needed for various administrative
positions; 475-9508.
• Pikes Peak Hospice &
Palliative Care — Volunteers
needed in patient’s homes,
long-term care facilities and
inpatient unit. Flexible schedules
available and comprehensive
training provided; 633-3400, ext.
685.
• Pikes Peak United Way —
Aimee Liotini, 955-0762, www.pp
unitedway.org.
• Pikes Peak Workforce Center
— Skilled volunteers needed to
help with one-on-one resume
review, mock interviewing and
employment workshops; www.pp
wfc.org.
• PILLAR — A local Institute for
LifeLong Learning; 633-4991.
• PlayDate Behavioral Interven
tions — Provides intervention to
children with autism and other
disabilities; Eric Boggs, 465-3989,
www.myplaydate.org.
• The Rocky Mountain Stroke
Club — 599-4223.
• Rocky Mountain Unit of
Recording for the Blind and
Dyslexic — Volunteer readers,
directors, bookmarkers, office
assistants and more needed;
betsyrfbd@qwest.net.
• Ronald McDonald House of
Southern Colorado — Volunteers
needed to staff our House at 311
N. Logan St., as well as the Ronald
McDonald Family Rooms at
Memorial Central and St. Francis

Medical Center; Ronda at 471-1814,
ronda@rmhcsoutherncolorado
.org.
• Safe Passage — Volunteers
needed to assist greeting
families. Safe Passage is focused
on providing a friendly and
neutral environment for the
investigation of child sexual
assault cases; Tammi Pitzen,
636-2460, tpitzen@safepassage
cac.org.
• The Salvation Army — 6365266.
• School District 11 GrandFriends — Retirees and senior
citizens needed to provide
academic assistance to students
in grades K-12 and adult eduction;
Mary Beth Williams, 520-2311.
• Silver Key Senior Services —
Transportation drivers, clerical
and boutique volunteers needed;
Lori Orwig, 884-2300.
• Smokebrush Gallery and
Foundation for the Arts — Volunteer accountant, bookkeeper
needed; 444-1012.
• Special Kids Special Families
— Supporting youth and adults
with developmental disabilities
and special needs; volunteer
coordinator at 447-8983, ext. 20,
email sksf@sksfcolorado.org..
• Springs Rescue Mission — Various volunteer opportunities
available; 314-2314, www.mysrm
.org.
• Star Bar Players — Volunteer
designers, builders, painters and
more needed; www.starbarplay
ers.org, 357-5228.
• Suicide Prevention Partnership — Volunteers 21 and older
needed for the hotline; 573-7447.
• TESSA — An agency that assists
victims of domestic violence;
Jody Petry, at 785-6811, jpetry@
tessacs.org.
• UCCS’ Kraemer Family Library
— 262-3068.
• USO  United Service
Organizations — Greeters needed
at USO Fort Carson; Phil Martinez,
306-1898, pmartinez@uso.org,
www.uso.org.
• VisionQuest Alliance — A
service provider for Christian
ministries; 488-4114, www.vq
alliance.org.
• The Volunteers of America
— Needs people 60 years and
older that can devote 20 hours
per a week to become foster
grandparents; Kathy Bell,
632-1448, www.voacolorado.org.
• Western Museum of Mining
and Industry — Volunteers
needed for various positions; 4880880.
• Wild Forever Foundation — A
wildlife rescue, rehabilitation and
education organization; 475-9453,
www.wildforever.org.
• Women Build — Men and
women volunteers needed
Saturdays to help build the Pikes
Peak Habitat for Humanity Women
Build Home. No construction
experience needed; Jenny,
475-7800, jenny@pikespeakhabi
tat.org.
• Workout Ltd. — Volunteer on
mediations between victims and
juvenile offenders; 471-4200.
• Youth for Understanding USA
— Area representative needed for
exchange students in Colorado
Springs; www.yfu-usa.org.
• YouthLink — Connecting Kids
with Caring Adults; Scoti Domeij,
444-5404.
• Zach’s Place — A respite/child
care center that serves children
with disabilities and special
needs; volunteer coordinator at
447-8983, ext. 20, email sksf@
sksfcolorado.org.
Submit itemS for Helping
HandS to Carlotta olSon,
30 S. proSpeCt St., Colorado
SpringS 80903, email Carlotta.olSon@gazette.Com,, fax
636-0202.

